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LY. A Letter from Mon/. le Cat, F.R. S. to
Dr. Mortimer, Secr. R. S. Tranflated
from the French, b4y Tho. Stack, M. D.
F. R S.

SIR, Rouen, April 3, 1750, N.S.
Read Dec.19, F LOOK on it as a novelty in furgery, to
175t find, 1ft, hernias by rupture, having
neverthelels a herniary fack ; 2dly, hernias by dila-
tation, ' baving two very difliné facks. Wherefore I

judged that thefe obfervations deferved to be com-
municated to the Royal Society.

I8
A bernia by rupture, having neverthelefs a fack.

Oan the 18th of February 1750, in giving a private
courfe of operations to my Englith pupils, on the
body of one¢ Lewis le Clerc, a lad of eighteen years
old, a weaver, of the parith of St. Maclou, 1 difco-
vered the hernia reprefented in the figure. The apo-
neurofis of the mufculus obliguus externus Ad ran
over the whole tumor BBC, and intirely cover'd it
At the anterior and lateral internal part of this tumor
was the ring ‘DE lengthened into the fhape of a per-
pendicular button-hole; which had nothing to clofe
it but a cellular /amina, of which g, b, are jags, and
which covered all this bag, as being a continuation
of the cellular membrana adipofa. Through the above-
mention’d button-hole appeared the cellular coat,
with which the peritoneum furnifhes the fpermatic

veflels.
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veflels. The inteftine occupied the reft of this bag ;
and at the bottom BE was contained the tefticle,
which confequently had never taken the way of the
ring to come out of the belly, as it ufually does;
but having paffed on one fide, it had gradually puthed
out the aponeurofis of the mufculus obliquus externus ;
and the inteftine having follow'd it, and broke the
true lamina of the peritoneum, they had in concert
formed this elongation. At leaft this is the moft
natural explanation . that I can give of this fingu-
larity. 'That the tefticles are originally in the belly,
is a fact fufficiently known. I have diffected feetus’s,
in which I found them therein near the bladder.
It is pretty common to feel them in the rings in
children ; and I have found them there even in lads
of upwards of twenty years old.

IL
A bernia baving two facks.

Continuing the above-mention’d courfe, on the sth
of March 1750, I found in the body of Nicolas
Janaux, a batchelor of 48 years of age, by trade a
cloth-worker of St. Owen de Longpaon, a rupture
with a double herniary fack, the firft of which was
formed by the expanfion of the aponeurefis of the
obliquus externus, as in the preceding obfervation,
excepting that this expanfion was only on the out-
ward fide, that the ring was in its ufual place, that
the bottom of the bag formed by this expanfion had
fome empty {paces, where the expanfion was want-
ing. In a word, the bag was neither as complete,
nor as thick as that of the foregoing obfervation ; but

3 on
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on the other hand, there was a fecond bag, formod
as ufual by the true lamella of the peritonaum.

III.
Another fort of duplicity of the berniary fack.

Francis le Monnier, coachman, of the Rue St.
Laurent, about 65 years of age, had a rupture of
long ftanding, of the ftrangulation whereof 1 had
already cured him in 1748. Having taken off his
trufs, in order to get it mended, he was feized with
ftrangulation the 1gth of Feb. 1750. After apply-
ing all the remedies prefcribed in-fuch cafes without
fuccefs, I was obliged to perform the operation on
the 21ft at eight in the evening. Having laid the
bag open "in the ufual manner, which contain’d a
little watry humour in it, I was much furprifed at
difcovering within this bag a fecond bag, or pocket,
which could be nothing elfe, but either a fecond
herniary bag, or an incomplete hernia; that is to
fay, a portion only of one fide of an inteftine
clongated, and come down thro’ the ring. The
number of confiderable blood-veffels on this pocket,
its thicknefs and fibrous texture feemed to evince
the latter. But firft, upon prefling this bag, all its
contents return’d into the addomen; fecondly, the
patient afthred me, even at the inftant, that his rup-
ture had kept up fince its reduction in 1748 ; and I
found this bag adhering, not only to the firft bag,
but alfo attached by old and ftrong «dherences to the
tefticle and fpermatic veflels; and it was impofiible
that this ftate fhould.be the effet of three days of
ftrangulation. However, as the patient might pofl?bly

ave
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have deceived me in his account; and as it was dan-
gero-s to open a bag which had too near a refem-
blance w:th the gut of an incomplete hernia, T came
to a rcfolution, which equally fuited the two fuf-
peted cafes. I feparated the tefticle and {permatic
veflels trom this fack, and pufhed back this pocket,
or fecond bag, into the belly.

The patient having died on the gth day after the
operation, we found, that the pocket which had
given us fo much uneafinefs, and which I had re-
duced into the belly, was really a herniary fack
formed by the true peritoneum ; and therefore that
the firft fack muft have been either an interior apo-
neurotic lamina of the abdominal mufcles, or the
cellular membrane thickened by the long duration of
the hernia and its ftrangulations. The confiderable
thicknefs of the true or fecond fack renders this no-
tion very probable. . I fay that the firft fack muft
have been formed by an interior aponeurotic lemina,
and not from an exterior one, like that of the firft
obfervation ; becaufe, in this operation, I had freed
the ring, in my ufual manner, above this firft fack,
and without opening it. Then I paffed the grooved
catheter over this fack, under the aponeurofis or pillar
of the mufculus obliguus externus; and therefore this
fack could not. be a continuation of this external
aponcurofis, but that of fome more inward /amina,
or of the cellular membrane of the very peritoneum,
feparated from the true Jamina by the ferofities which
we found in it.

To this letter I will add two obfervations made
about the fame time, :
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L
A natural blind duct, being a produllion of the true
‘ lamina of ¢he peritonzum by the rings.

March ¢, 1750, in the dead body of Magdalen
Vauchel, wife of Thomas Fermant, 46 years old, I
found this duc of the thicknefs of a goofe-quill, be~
a production of the true /amina of the peritoneum
ftretched out by the rings; of which Swammerdam
and Nuck difpute the difcovery, and Blancard denies
the exiftence. What made me difcover this, was,
that its extremity was widen’d into the fhape of a
bubbletas big as the top of a finger, and full of a
watery humour. ‘This woman had never had a her-
nia, nor even the leaft tendency towards one.

: I1.
" Strictures and carnofities in the urethra.

Nothing is more common at this day than to hear
people affert, that ftrictures and carnofities of the
urethra are mere chimera’s; that the bodies of per-
fons, who were thought to have thefe ftri¢tures and
carnofities, had been open’d, and that none of thefe
had béen’found. I myfelf have made this obferva-
tion, and, I inferred thence, that there were wure-
thra’s, in* which a pblogofis, a fungous inflation gave
occafion to the deception, being taken. for ftrictures
and carnofities : but if I had drawn this general in-
ference, that of all the urethra’s, wherein thefe ftric-
tures and carnofities are thought to be found, not
one has any thing in them, I fhould have been de-

cejved, and would now make my recantation.
One
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One of my boarders preparing to perform the ope-
ration of cutting on the dead body of Michael Vaffal,
a batchelor, aged 44, the found could not pafs ; the
pupil forced, and made a falfe pafiage.

I open’d this canal, and found,

ift. That a fimple fmall ftile could not pafs into
the urethra, by pufhing it from the glans towards
the proftate ; but that it paffed, by pufhing it from
the proftate towards the glans.

2dly. A little before the place, where the bulb be-
comes lefs thick, and begins to furround the urethra,
that is, about a large finger’s breadth from its begin~
ning, there was a firiGure intirely like that, which
Dr. Willis difcovered in the upper longitudinal finus of
the dura mater.

3dly. Some few lines lower down was a caruncle,
or a flethy firm bump, of the fize of a pea; and
below this bump, the urethra was extremely freight-
ened. '

4thly. The bafis of this carnofity formed a kind of
valve, and there I found the falfe paffage, that went
into the fubftance of the bulb.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

‘Your moft humble, and
moft obedient fetvant,

Le Cat,

Tt LIL



